Repeating Patterns in lllustrator

o MAKE A PATTERN SWATCH

Select the artwork that Swatches
you want to use to
start the pattern, and

Drag it into the
Swatches window

or

go to Object > Pattern
> Make in the menu

6 EDIT IT

To edit the pattern, either

Double-click the pattern swatch
in the Swatches window

or

go to Object > Pattern > Edit
Pattern in the menu

Here, you can change or add to
the artwork in the center tile,
and the copies around it will
preview the rest of the pattern

To exit, either double click
anywhere outside of the
pattern, or click the arrow at the
top left corner of the window.
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9 APPLY IT

» = Pattern swatches

can be applied to
the fill or stroke of
a shape in the
same way as
color and gradient
swatches
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Name: New Pattern Swatch 1

Tile Type: HH Grid v 8‘

Width: 0.7203 in
R}

Height: 0.9294 in

[ size Tile to Art
Move Tile with Art

Overlap: < € 0 8

Copies: 5x5 v
Dim Copies to: 40% ~

Show Tile Edge
[ show Swatch Bounds
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TRANSFORM PATTERNS PATTERN LIBRARIES

MAC: lllustrator > Preferences > General / Pc: Edit > Preferences > General There are some useful pre-made
There’s an important checkbox called “Transform Pattern Tiles” line/dot/texture patterns hidden in the
side menu of the Swatches window:

. . Swatches > Open Swatch Lib
(1 Transform Pattern Tiles 4 Transform Pattern Tiles watches > Dpen Swatch Library

x
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> Patterns > Basic Graphics

OFF: The pattern stays the same ON:The pattern changes along with
even if changes like size or rotation the object, and it’s possible to distort ~ —— — — <
happen to the object. it and stretch the original proportions These can be transformed, edited, or

re-colored like any other pattern.

IS Type Select Effect View Window Help

OBJECT > TRANSFORM
Transform Again #D

. . Arrange >
In the Object menu: Move... 5%8M
Move, Rotate, Reflect, Scale, Shear, Group #G  Rotate...
and Transform Each all have check- Reflect...
Lock » Scale
boxes for “Transform Objects” and
X Shear...
“Transform Patterns” Hide >
Transform Each... X {+3D
If you want to transform a pattern,
. . Expand...
but not the container shape it’s in,
turn objects OFF and patterns ON. — — ~
Note: Doing this will automatically turn :8><8><§
Rotate
on "Transform Pattern Tiles” in the @
Angle: 45° N
lllustrator preferences. — * *

Options: (] Transform Objects Transform Patterns
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Options
Scale Corners
[ Scale Strokes & Effects
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